Thursday, January 22nd, 2015
To: Our thousands of supporters throughout the state (cc'd to the media, house & senate members,
and Governor)
From: Tim Eyman, Jack Fagan, & Mike Fagan, Fighting for Taxpayers for 16 years, 425-493-9127,
tim_eyman@comcast.net, www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com
RE: Will 2015 be the last year for initiatives? All-out legislative assault against citizens'
initiative process this year
Every legislative session, there is a white hot obsession among some in Olympia to gut the
initiative process. So we have to play whack-a-mole every year, beating back legislative assaults on
the citizens' initiative process.
Their latest is simply obscene.
38 out of 49 state senators are co-sponsoring a bill that would give the government the power to
stop citizen initiatives from even being filed. Signature collection would not be allowed on any
initiative the government decides doesn't "fiscally balance."
Their bill (SJR 8201) reads: No initiative may be filed if the "state determines that the measure will
result in state expenditures that are not in compliance with any statutory state balanced budget
requirement."
Their bill will mean the end of the initiative process because it will give the government the power
to shut down any initiative they see as a threat. Any initiative can easily be found to be "out of
compliance" with this bill's requirement.
For over 100 years, citizens have had the freedom and the guaranteed constitutional right to
discuss, debate and decide on issues they care about. The government couldn't stop First
Amendment activity and the exercise of free speech.
Under their bill, for the first time, the government will have the power to block any initiative
they want. And the people have no recourse. If the government says "no, we've determined that
your initiative doesn't balance", then the people's right to initiative is extinguished.
Under their bill, any initiative that affects taxes and spending is affected (it's important to realize
that even straight policy initiatives always affect taxes and spending and so this encompasses any
initiative on any topic).
Conservative initiatives, liberal initiatives, non-partisan initiatives. In our 100 year history of
citizen initiatives, there isn't a single citizen initiative proposed or passed that would have been
immune to the government manipulation permitted by this bill.
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The Public Disclosure Act, woman's right to vote, marijuana regulation, Top Two Primary, lower
car tabs, state spending limits, liquor privatization, gun background checks, clean energy, property
tax limits, smoking ban, limits on affirmative action, charter schools, higher minimum wage, doctor
assisted suicide, and many more.
Under this bill, every single one of them could have been blocked for non-compliance under
this requirement and there'd be no recourse for the citizens.
Their bill gives the government the power to veto any initiative they don't like before the idea can
even be shared with others.
In our entire state history, there's never been a more audacious legislative effort to undermine the
citizens' initiative process than SJR 8201.
All 49 senators and all 98 house members need to hear from all of us. Please send them an email
that says (feel free to add more, tell 'em how you feel): "Don't gut the initiative process with SJR
8201. It gives the government the power to stop any citizen initiative. Please oppose it."
You'll likely have to do 2 emails, one for the senators and one for the house members.
Here are all 49 state senators. Co-sponsors of this horrible anti-initiative bill -- both Republicans
and Democrats -- are marked in red (maybe they weren't told how bad it is). The ones in black
aren't necessarily against the bill, they just didn't sign on as co-sponsors so they need to hear from
you too. Cut and paste these email addresses into the "To" line of your email:
jan.angel@leg.wa.gov; barbara.bailey@leg.wa.gov; michael.baumgartner@leg.wa.gov;
randi.becker@leg.wa.gov; don.benton@leg.wa.gov;
andy.billig@leg.wa.gov;john.braun@leg.wa.gov; sharon.brown@leg.wa.gov;
maralyn.chase@leg.wa.gov; annette.cleveland@leg.wa.gov; steve.conway@leg.wa.gov;
bruce.dammeier@leg.wa.gov; brian.dansel@leg.wa.gov; j.darneille@leg.wa.gov;
jeannie.darneille@leg.wa.gov; doug.ericksen@leg.wa.gov; joe.fain@leg.wa.gov;
karen.fraser@leg.wa.gov; david.frockt@leg.wa.gov; cyrus.habib@leg.wa.gov;
jim.hargrove@leg.wa.gov; bob.hasegawa@leg.wa.gov; brian.hatfield@leg.wa.gov;
mike.hewitt@leg.wa.gov; andy.hill@leg.wa.gov; steve.hobbs@leg.wa.gov;
jim.honeyford@leg.wa.gov; pramila.jayapal@leg.wa.gov; karen.keiser@leg.wa.gov;
curtis.king@leg.wa.gov; jeanne.kohl-welles@leg.wa.gov; marko.liias@leg.wa.gov;
steve.litzow@leg.wa.gov; rosemary.mcauliffe@leg.wa.gov; john.mccoy@leg.wa.gov;
mark.miloscia@leg.wa.gov; mark.mullet@leg.wa.gov; sharon.nelson@leg.wa.gov;
steve.oban@leg.wa.gov; mike.padden@leg.wa.gov; linda.parlette@leg.wa.gov;
kirk.pearson@leg.wa.gov; jamie.pedersen@leg.wa.gov; kevin.ranker@leg.wa.gov;
ann.rivers@leg.wa.gov; pam.roach@leg.wa.gov; christine.rolfes@leg.wa.gov;
mark.schoesler@leg.wa.gov; timothy.sheldon@leg.wa.gov; judy.warnick@leg.wa.gov;
tim_eyman@comcast.net;
Here are the 98 house members who may be eager to jump on this anti-initiative bandwagon -- tell
'em not to:
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sherry.appleton@leg.wa.gov; steve.bergquist@leg.wa.gov; brian.blake@leg.wa.gov;
vincent.buys@leg.wa.gov; michelle.caldier@leg.wa.gov; reuven.carlyle@leg.wa.gov;
bruce.chandler@leg.wa.gov; frank.chopp@leg.wa.gov; judy.clibborn@leg.wa.gov;
eileen.cody@leg.wa.gov; cary.condotta@leg.wa.gov; richard.debolt@leg.wa.gov;
tom.dent@leg.wa.gov; hans.dunshee@leg.wa.gov; susan.fagan@leg.wa.gov;
jessyn.farrell@leg.wa.gov; jake.fey@leg.wa.gov; joe.fitzgibbon@leg.wa.gov;
roger.goodman@leg.wa.gov; mia.gregerson@leg.wa.gov; carol.gregory@leg.wa.gov;
dan.griffey@leg.wa.gov; larry.haler@leg.wa.gov; drew.hansen@leg.wa.gov;
mark.hargrove@leg.wa.gov; mark.harmsworth@leg.wa.gov; paul.harris@leg.wa.gov;
brad.hawkins@leg.wa.gov; dave.hayes@leg.wa.gov; jeff.holy@leg.wa.gov;
zack.hudgins@leg.wa.gov; graham.hunt@leg.wa.gov; sam.hunt@leg.wa.gov;
ross.hunter@leg.wa.gov; christopher.hurst@leg.wa.gov; laurie.jinkins@leg.wa.gov;
norm.johnson@leg.wa.gov; ruth.kagi@leg.wa.gov; christine.kilduff@leg.wa.gov;
steve.kirby@leg.wa.gov; brad.klippert@leg.wa.gov; linda.kochmar@leg.wa.gov;
joel.kretz@leg.wa.gov; dan.kristiansen@leg.wa.gov; kristine.lytton@leg.wa.gov;
drew.macewen@leg.wa.gov; chad.magendanz@leg.wa.gov; matt.manweller@leg.wa.gov;
joan.mcbride@leg.wa.gov; gina.mccabe@leg.wa.gov; bob.mccaslin@leg.wa.gov;
jim.moeller@leg.wa.gov; jeff.morris@leg.wa.gov; luis.moscoso@leg.wa.gov;
dick.muri@leg.wa.gov; terry.nealey@leg.wa.gov; ed.orcutt@leg.wa.gov;
timm.ormsby@leg.wa.gov; lillian.ortiz-self@leg.wa.gov; tina.orwall@leg.wa.gov;
kevin.parker@leg.wa.gov; strom.peterson@leg.wa.gov; eric.pettigrew@leg.wa.gov;
liz.pike@leg.wa.gov; gerry.pollet@leg.wa.gov; chris.reykdal@leg.wa.gov;
marcus.riccelli@leg.wa.gov; june.robinson@leg.wa.gov; jay.rodne@leg.wa.gov;
cindy.ryu@leg.wa.gov; sharontomiko.santos@leg.wa.gov; david.sawyer@leg.wa.gov;
joe.schmick@leg.wa.gov; elizabeth.scott@leg.wa.gov; mike.sells@leg.wa.gov;
tana.senn@leg.wa.gov; matt.shea@leg.wa.gov; shelly.short@leg.wa.gov;
norma.smith@leg.wa.gov; larry.springer@leg.wa.gov; melanie.stambaugh@leg.wa.gov;
derek.stanford@leg.wa.gov; drew.stokesbary@leg.wa.gov; pat.sullivan@leg.wa.gov;
dean.takko@leg.wa.gov; gael.tarleton@leg.wa.gov; david.taylor@leg.wa.gov;
steve.tharinger@leg.wa.gov; kevin.vandewege@leg.wa.gov; luanne.vanwerven@leg.wa.gov;
brandon.vick@leg.wa.gov; brady.walkinshaw@leg.wa.gov; maureen.walsh@leg.wa.gov;
jt.wilcox@leg.wa.gov; lynda.wilson@leg.wa.gov; sharon.wylie@leg.wa.gov;
jesse.young@leg.wa.gov; hans.zeiger@leg.wa.gov; tim_eyman@comcast.net;
We not only need your help this year fighting against tax hikes -- it turns out we need your help to
save the initiative process itself from legislative extinction.
If you support our efforts to stop tax increases and protect the initiative process in 2015 and
appreciate our efforts, please send us a donation for $10, $25, $50, $100, $250, $500, $1000,
$2500, $5000 or more (there are no limits on how much can be given). You can go to our website www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com and make a secure on-line contribution by PayPal or VISA or
M/C.
We’ve done so many amazing things over the past 16 years, but that's only been possible thanks to
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successful benefactors like you. We ask you to please help us help taxpayers.
Please donate TODAY.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Tim Eyman, Jack Fagan, & Mike Fagan, Fighting for Taxpayers for 16 years, 425-493-9127,
tim_eyman@comcast.net, www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com
P.S. There are thousands of politicians, bureaucrats, lobbyists, and special interest groups working
each and every day to raise your taxes. Shouldn't there be at least one person, one team, one
organization that fights to lower your taxes? Please help us so we can continue our successful
efforts on behalf of taxpayers.
"Nothing ventured, nothing gained." Benjamin Franklin
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