Tuesday, April 17th, 2012
To: Our thousands of supporters throughout the state (cc'd to the media, house & senate members, and Governor)
From: Tim Eyman, Jack Fagan, & Mike Fagan, initiative co-sponsors
RE: WASHINGTON TIMES EDITORIAL: Washington's tax revolt
Here's their view of our Initiative 1185 which protects and extends the 2/3 vote requirement for the Legislature
to raise taxes:
EDITORIAL: Washington’s tax revolt
Even liberal voters are tired of being milked by big government
By THE WASHINGTON TIMES, Friday, April 13, 2012
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/apr/13/washingtons-tax-revolt/print/
The other Washington - the state on the left coast - is fed up with taxes. That's a bit surprising considering the liberal
outpost happily cast its 11 electoral votes for Barack Obama and hasn't sided with a Republican in nearly three
decades. The same public that keeps selecting tax-happy lawmakers also endorses ballot measures to prevent them
from extracting yet more money from the populace. The contradiction is instructive.
On Tuesday, citizen activists got to work circulating petitions for a fifth initiative measure that would impose a twothirds supermajority requirement on the Washington state legislature for passage of any bill that increases taxes.
The same language has been placed before voters on four previous occasions since 1993, and they've approved it
every time - most recently in 2010 by a crushing 28-point margin.
Anti-tax warriors are bringing it back again in November because, unlike other states, Washington keeps initiatives
on the books for just two years before politicians are free to set aside the public will. That's exactly what Olympia
did when the clock ran out on the 2007 referendum. Without the supermajority requirement holding it in check, the
legislature imposed $6.7 billion in tax hikes over 10 years, including a special levy on affordable beer that exempted
the fancy microbrews and wines favored by trendy leftists. "The lesson we learned from that is you just can't give
these guys a chance to suspend the law in the third year," initiative sponsor Tim Eyman told The Washington Times.
"You just can't allow them that window of opportunity."
They won't have a window this year if Mr. Eyman secures the 300,000 signatures he will need to qualify for the
ballot. That shouldn't be much of a problem, as the legislature is doing its best to help him out. Last month, the state
House of Representatives began working on bills that would impose $10 billion worth of new taxes, an amount more
than sufficient to emphasize the importance of acting every two years. "The farther back the vote was, the easier it is
for Olympia to ignore it," Mr. Eyman explained.
His measure is likely to be adopted again because liberals are just as tapped out in this economy as the rest of us.
They feel the pinch of pumping $4.14 a gallon gas into their Toyota Priuses. They're walloped by the cost of fairtrade coffee at Starbucks. Even Mr. Obama has expressed alarm at the price of arugula at Whole Foods lately. This
explains why trendy lefty states are willing to embrace restraint on the government's appetite for taking more of their
money.
This Evergreen State story offers an important lesson for the rest of the country. Squeamish Republicans,
particularly in the Senate, find the lure of compromise hard to resist. They are attracted to empty rhetoric about
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"balanced" approaches that involve real tax hikes and imaginary spending cuts. They ought to reject these deals with
confidence, knowing voters in the most liberal of states have had enough.
-- END -Help us make this initiative a success (and help pay back Tim’s leftover loan to I-1053 from a 2nd
mortgage on his home). Please send us a donation for $10, $25, $50, $100, $250, $500, $1000, $2500, $5000 or
more (there are no limits on how much can be given). Please consider a monthly pledge. You can make a secure
PayPal / VISA / MC contribution by going to our website -- www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com -- sometimes
clicking on this link doesn't work so please cut and paste it if you have to, sorry for the extra step -- OR, you can
print out the form below, fill it out, and return it with a check or credit card information.
This is the most effective counter-offensive to Olympia's tax-raising agenda. It's the right proposal for the right
time. Help make it happen. FULL STEAM AHEAD!
Sincerely, Tim Eyman, Jack Fagan, & Mike Fagan, Fighting for Taxpayers for 15 Years, ph: 425-493-9127, email:
tim_eyman@comcast.net
P.S. There are thousands of politicians, bureaucrats, lobbyists, and special interest groups working each and every
day to raise your taxes. Shouldn't there be at least one person, one team, one organization that fights to lower your
taxes? Please help us so we can continue our successful efforts on behalf of taxpayers.
"Voters Want More Choices - Save the 2/3's" . PO Box 18250 . Spokane . WA . 99228 . PH: 425-493-8707 . FAX:
425-493-1027 . www.VotersWantMoreChoices.com . jakatak@comcast.net
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Thanks for protecting and extending I-1053's 2/3's - we can't trust Olympia without it. Here's my contribution for $
__________
Please supply the information below so we can send you a thank you letter (it's really important to fill this out).
Your Name _____________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip, Phone # ____________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my check for $ ______________________ Made payable to Voters Want More Choices - Save

the 2/3's
Occupation __________________ Employer & Employer zip code ________________________________
VISA or M/C number ___________________________ Exp. date (MM/YY) _____/_____ Amt. $ _________
CRITICAL: Email address (please print clearly) __________________________________________________
Voluntary donations to "Voters Want More Choices - Save the 2/3's" are not tax-deductible. Voluntary donations to
"Voters Want More Choices - Save the 2/3's" are political donations that will be used to qualify this critically
important taxpayer protection initiative for the November ballot.
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